
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

STS. JOSEPH & FRANCIS XAVIER PARISH 
TAX CREDIT SCHOLARSHIPS AT A GLANCE 

St. Thomas of 
Canterbury School 

Gifts Have 
4x The Impact 

Your tax credit scholarship donation will help 
students from low-income and working-class 
communities attend their best-fit school. 

Illinois’ bipartisan Invest in Kids Tax Credit 
Scholarship Program provides need-based 
scholarships for students to attend private 
schools. Donors who give through Empower 
Illinois receive a 75% state income tax credit 
on their gift. 

Annual Enrollment: 320 students 
Full Scholarship: $5,900 
Scholarship-Eligible Students: 100% 
 

• 37 home languages spoken 
• Over 95% of students’ family 

incomes are below the poverty line 
• Graduates attend leading public and 

Catholic high schools and go on to 
major colleges and universities. 

 
MISSION 
 

“Embrace children from around the 
world, offer them an outstanding 
education in the tradition of the Roman 
Catholic Church, and prepare graduates 
for higher education, thus empowering 
them to become leaders in the Church 
and secular society.” 
 
 

 

SAINTS JFX PARISH 
COMMITMENT 

“Our relationship with St. 
Thomas offers Saints JFX 

parishioners incredible 
opportunities to live their 
discipleship…We are one 

body of Christ and one 
church, no matter what 

the ZIP Code.” 
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KIDS GET A SCHOLARSHIP | YOU GET A 75% TAX CREDIT

1. Establish a MyTax Illinois
Account

To earn a state tax credit on your gift, you must first 
create a MyTax Illinois account with the Illinois 
Department of Revenue. 

• Visit MyTax.Illinois.gov
• Click on: INDIVIDUALS (blue button on the left)
• Select: Request a Letter ID (under Miscellaneous)
• Enter social security number and one of the

following: IL drivers license number, state ID
number, IL-PIN, most recent AGI

• Within 10 days, a letter ID will arrive via U.S.
mail. This is needed to proceed to step 2.

Use your letter ID to activate your MyTax Illinois 
account by visiting MyTax.Illinois.gov and clicking 
“Sign Up” and following the prompts.

If you already have a MyTax Illinois account, you can 
skip to step 2.

2. Reserve Your State Tax
Credit
Visit MyTax.Illinois.Gov to can reserve your state 
tax credit. 

• Login to your MyTax Illinois account
• Click on: INDIVIDUAL (blue button on the left)
• Under “I Want To” (far right) click on: 
Contribute to Invest in Kids

• Check: Invest in Kids Region and select the 
region and SGO (Empower Illinois) where you 
will make your gift.

Once you reserve your tax credit, you have 60 
days or until December 31, whichever comes first, 
to make your donation.

3. Retrieve Your Contribution
Authorization Certificate

4. Donate To Your Favorite
School With Empower Illinois

• Log out and log back in to your MyTax Illinois
account

• Click on: View More Account Options
• Click on: Letters
• Click on: Invest in Kids Contribution Application
• This is your CAC. Save it to your computer. You

will need it for step 4.

Once you have your CAC, you can make your 
donation to your favorite school. A full list of 
participating schools can be found on our website 
under the Partner tab.

• Go to: Donations.EmpowerIllinois.org/
Donations

• Click on: I Have My Certificate
• Complete the Empower Illinois Donor Wizard

Looking for help with your donation? Our team is happy to assist you. Call us at 
800-616-7606 or email us at donors@empowerillinois.org.

Please note, the information provided here was accurate at the time of creation, and is intended to be informative and educational, not to be mistaken as legal, 
accounting, or tax advice. The description and examples provided are for illustrative purposes only and should not be used as the sole example.

TAX CREDIT SCHOLARSHIP 
DONATION OVERVIEW

REMINDERS
• Make sure the names on your CAC and the account used for 
your donation match.

• Donations made with trusts are not allowed to be designated, 
per the Invest in Kids Act. Corporate donors can only designate 
to a region.

REMINDERS
• If you have a pop up blocker installed, allow pop ups from
MyTax Illinois when accessing your CAC.

REMINDERS
• You can donate via credit card, ACH, check, or stocks/bonds
and designate your gift. Donations made with a trust cannot be
designated. Corporate donors can only designate to a region.
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